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Stay informed about local events, projects, and community news happening in Kenduskeag.
Town Office: M&T 8 AM- 5 PM, Closed W, Th 9 AM- 6 PM, F 8 AM-5 PM
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[image: Document outline]Message from the Chair: Sheila Doughty
On behalf of the Select Board for the Town of Kenduskeag, I am happy to provide a list of accomplishments and working projects that the town undertook during 2026. I am looking forward to an exciting 2027, which will continue to more formally structure our policies and procedures for town operations. As community members, your support and input are extremely valuable as we chart the future of Kenduskeag. Below is a partial list of items from 2026.
·  Hired a Library Director for the Kenduskeag Public Library
·  Actively working to clean up and modernize outdated town ordinances.
·  Created a new policy for reporting changes between Code Enforcement, Assessors, and office staff
·  Explored, evaluated, and applied for grant opportunities to support town projects and services
·  Ongoing work is being done to update and improve the town website.
·  Online dog registrations have been added to our town website
·  Received a Grant for a security camera system and Generator.
·  Plans are under way to preserve and open the Case Memorial Library building for the Historical Library
·  Secured a new IT support provider 
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Laurie Cookson is proud to say that the Hometown Heroes Banner Program has grown to 42 Veterans banners being hung throughout the town. The Banners will be on display from Memorial Day through Veterans Day. Orders are taken all year long, and order forms are available at the town office and on the website, Kenduskeag.org. Laurie would also like to recognize and send a heartfelt thank you to SLTD Electric and all family members who have donated their time to hang and take down the banners because without you, the program would not be so successful.

[image: Red rose on top of a gravestone] In Cemetery News, the committee members are working diligently on the maintenance of our cemeteries. The committee has a 3-year tree trimming and a 5-year cleaning of the stones process in place, as well as yearly stone repair in the oldest section.

The Cemetery Committee is excited and very busy with planning fundraisers and accepting donations to go towards their goal of placing a New Veterans Monument at the cemetery. If you would like to donate, please contact Laurie, or you can donate at the Town Office. 

A message from the committee members: We are an aging committee and would love to have our younger community members join us. A fresh outlook and ideas would be welcomed. We meet in the church basement on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7 PM.


[image: Neighborhood outline]Code Enforcement: Jessefa Murphy
Code Enforcement Update – Fall 2026
As we head into the fall season, Kenduskeag continues to see steady building and development activity throughout the community. So far in 2026, the Town has issued 12 building permits, including three new single-family dwellings, a multifamily dwelling, a manufactured home, and an accessory dwelling unit. Other projects include a new garage, home addition, deck, shed, solar installation, and the new Kenduskeag Library.

It's encouraging to see continued investment in this small community, whether through new homes, improvements to existing properties, or community projects. As a reminder, residents planning construction or renovations are encouraged to contact the Code Enforcement Office before beginning work to determine whether permits are required. 

Wishing everyone a safe and enjoyable fall and holiday season!

[image: Firefighter female outline]Fire Chief’s Corner
Currently, our department is an on call/volunteer model department. To supplement this and provide better service, we staff a single member on call Monday through Friday 08 AM-4 PM and 7 PM- 7 AM. This staffing was made possible through the Maine EMS Sustainability grant. We hope to continue this coverage in 2027. A reminder to check your smoke detectors monthly and change your batteries every six months. We are happy to provide free magnet reminders for smoke detector checks to our community members at the town office. If you or a loved one needs assistance with smoke detectors, please reach out to our department.

[image: Books with solid fill]Library News
    We are pleased to announce that Chelsey Dunlop has joined our team as the new Library Director. Chelsey brings enthusiasm, leadership, and a commitment to serving our community, and we are excited to have her guiding the future of our library. Please join us in welcoming Chelsey to her new role.
We are also delighted to announce the reassignment of Wendy Cousins to the position of Assistant Librarian. Wendy’s knowledge, experience, and dedication to our patrons have made a positive impact on our library, and we look forward to her continued contributions in this new capacity.
Congratulations to both Chelsey and Wendy as they begin these exciting chapters. We wish them much success and look forward to the positive impact they will make together.
As we continue preparing for the opening of the new Kenduskeag Public Library, we will share the official opening date and updated library hours as they become available. Please look forward to future announcements as we get closer to welcoming the community into our new space. 
Wendy has been in contact with an Artist from Boothbay who describes his art form as Multidimensional Mixed Media. He has offered a piece of his work as a donation to the new library.
Chelsey is working on some fundraising ideas for the new library, and she and Wendy will work on ideas to grow the new library with exciting programs.
The library committee has a fundraiser scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 3, 2026, from 4:30 PM – 7:30 PM.
[image: Excavator outline] Municipal Library Project Update
[image: ]Kenduskeag Public Library Project “The Kenduskeag Library Project” is supported by federal funding through ARPA and the THUD Community Project Funding program. These funds originate at the federal level and are administered locally for the project by the municipality, with project planning support from the Library Committee
Project Status
• As you drive by, you can see the progress on the outside of the building; the paving, lines, and grass seed are all complete.
• Inside the building, walls, painting, and other projects are underway
Estimated Completion Window
• Late 2026
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ACO Update:
• Remember to register your Dogs. You can do this at the town office or the link provided on the town's website.
• Rabies Clinic: On January 9, 2027, we will host a rabies clinic from 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM at the Fire Station.
[image: Road outline]Kenduskeag Roads Report
· During 2026, Kellen Dr., Lacey Ln., Mudgett Rd., Strout Rd., Grove, and Southard Rd. were tarred.
· Culvert and ditching work continues (multi-year project)
· Seasonal roadside trimming and winter pothole and washout repairs as needed
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Recreation Updates
“Out & About” with Kenduskeag Recreation 

We are pleased to recap a very successful 2026 so far! Our community members loved seeing the beautiful Galen Cole Memorial ballfields back in use! This spring, our very own Kenduskeag Rec department featured four solid baseball teams: TBall, Farm League, Softball (Gr1-3), and Softball (Gr4-6). Our farm league team participated in the Penquis Baseball League, and our softball teams participated in the Mid-Maine Softball League. Summer flew by, and we jumped right into soccer season with three big teams: Peewee, Grades 2/3, and Grades 4/5. Our volunteer coaches did a great job leading the sports players of this town through a very fun year, building skills and a sense of community for Kenduskeag children. We confidently predict an even better year for 2027. 
 
You may have noticed that we have been working on some improvements to the facility. We had some work done to the baseball field turf, straightened out the backstop, and purchased a Conex box for storage. Northeast Log Homes donated stains for a facelift to our dugouts; big thanks to Northeast Log Homes and the volunteers who did the pressure washing and applied the stain! It looks great! 
 
The Haunted House theme of “Once Upon a Nightmare” turned your familiar fairy tales back into the original warnings they started as, delivering quite a fright to all who dared to enter! This event is successful due to the hard work of volunteers from across our district who produce our most anticipated event and our biggest fundraiser of the year. Thank you to all who contributed and attended! 
 
Kenduskeag Recreation is made possible by a team of volunteers who work together and link arms with our neighboring towns to enhance the overall quality of life for our community. We plan, organize, and manage the sporting events and social programs at the Galen Cole Memorial Ballfield, and we look forward to growing our sports programs and increasing community involvement. 

Looking ahead: We are looking for coaches for TBall, Farm League, and Little League. Please reach out to the Kenduskeag Town Office if you are interested in volunteering or coaching. Baseball and softball sign-ups will launch in April 2027 alongside our annual Easter Egg Hunt! 
[image: Warning outline]Reminders
· Dog Licenses for 2027 are now available. Reminder: Dogs located in the town of Kenduskeag must be licensed. These fees directly support animal control and the town's contract with the Bangor Area Animal Shelter: Neutered and Spayed Dogs are $6, and unaltered dogs are $11. After Jan 1, 2027, all late registrations will include a late fee of $25.00 mandated per Animal Welfare and are not able to be waived.
· New this year: You can register your dog online by utilizing the link on the Town’s website.
· Other Town Fees: Notary Fee ($5), Trash Stickers ($7 for a sheet of 5) available at the Town Office, Sam’s Quick Stop (cash only), and Levant Corner Store. Marriage License Application $40.00, Copy of Marriage Certificate $15, Birth Certificate $15, Death Certificate $15. 
· Applications for General Assistance are available at the Town Office.
· Code enforcement update: Please use the following email to contact Jessefa Murphy. codeofficer@kenduskeag.org. You can also find Plumbing Permit Applications, Building Permits, citizen complaint forms, and Accessory Structure Building Applications on our website under Departments>Code Enforcement>Applications
· Kenduskeag is turning 175 years as a community in 2027. Stay tuned for more information as a celebration is in the works!

   
[image: Badge New outline]Town Notices/Upcoming Meetings
• Regular Select Board Meetings are the 1st & 3rd Tuesday each month
• Planning Board Meetings are on the 3rd Thursday each month
• Cemetery Committee meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month
• Library Committee meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month 
• Election Day-November 3rd, 2026, 8 AM – 8 PM

www.kenduskeag.org	teresa@kenduskeag.org	207-884-7947
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%1 SANTA CLAUSE FOR A CAUSE 4
Spread Holiday Cheer & Support the Kenduskeag Public Library!

Join us for a magical evening to support the Kenduskeag Public Library while celebrating
the holiday season! Bring your family, friends, and holiday cheer — and get your photo
taken with Santa!

Support your local library and kick off the holiday season with us! || @
EVENT DETAILS

% Date: Thursday, December 03, 2026
Time: 4:30 PM - 7:30 PM
® Location: Case Memorial Library (911 Stetson Rd, Kenduskeag, ME 04450)
FESTIVE ACTIVITIES
 wex Photos with Santa - Bring the family and capture a holiday memory!
e i Take and Make Ornament Crafting — Take home a festive keepsake to create

e @® HotChocolate & Holiday Treats — Enjoy warm drinks and seasonal goodies

ADMISSION & DONATIONS

$20/family entry fee Supports our local library programs and collections. We can't wait to
see you there! ® & Cash and checks accepted. Self service-bring your phone/camera

All proceeds directly benefit the Kenduskeag Public Library.

CONTACT & MORE INFO

t. Phone: (207) 884-8598

See you there! = ¢ @
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